
Dear parents and carers, 

We have had a very busy week this week. I had the pleasure of visiting a different school on 
Tuesday, I was able to visit different classes to review teaching and learning and talk to the 
Headteacher about how their school is structured. I also visited Manor High School this week to 
review Safeguarding policies and procedures, it was wonderful to see some of our former 
pupils.  

We have also carried out a book look this week, this is an opportunity for our senior leadership 
team to look at a sample of the children’s books to review the consistency across the classes, 
look at the curriculum coverage and review marking and feedback.  The books were very 
pleasing to look at and they were consistent across the classes within each year group, we 
were also pleased with the quantity of work in the books especially in writing.  

Growing Together Day 
Last week we had our Growing Together day, this is a day where colleagues 
from our Trust spend a day in school to review our strengths and areas of 
development. Andrew Wilson (CEO), Craig Brown (Director of School and 
People development), Helen Lisseman (Teaching and Learning Lead), Matthew Davis (Chair of 
Governors ) were pleased to report that the school had made significant progress since the 
last visit.  
The following strengths were recognised: 
• Safeguarding is effective; it is strong.  Records are good. There is a culture of safeguarding 

and all actions from previous audits have been addressed.  
• Children feel safe, they like their teachers and do not feel that either gender is targeted by 

the other. They are confident in how to report issues and also confident in adult’s responses 
to their concerns. 

• Reading and Phonics are much more consistent and effective.  There is consistency in the 
delivery of Rocket Phonics and results are now strong.   

• The curriculum is still developing but is in a much better position than last year. Progression 
documents and curriculum overviews are in place for all subjects.  . 

• Attendance for pupils is better than last year with tracking of various groups. Persistent 
absenteeism is being challenged well and the pastoral team have a clear focus. 

• Staff feel valued and supported.  
• Feedback from parents was positive.  
• Reasonable adjustments for children with additional needs now have real clarity with clear 

support and quality assurance of this. Staff are much clearer on and are implementing the 
graduated response. Additional parents’ evenings for children with additional needs have 
helped parental relations and the monitoring by the SENDCo is much more pronounced. 

I will be using the areas of development identified to update our school development plan and 
will be sharing this with you next week.  

 

 

 



Absence cover 
We are working hard to ensure that the majority of planned and unplanned absences are 
covered with staff who work at Overdale Infant School and will only use supply teachers when 
this is not possible. In order to support this, we may need to make changes to teachers PPA 
time (Planning, preparation and assessment time) and they may be out of the class on a 
different day than expected. This half term we hope that the majority of absences will be 
covered by the following members of staff: 
 

    
Mrs Smith 

Cover Supervisor 
Mrs Ridgeway 

Cover Supervisor 
Mrs Harding 

Teacher 
Mrs Loyal 
Teacher 

 
Staff will continue to inform parents and carers of planned absences on Class dojo ideally the night 
before or on the morning of an absence and they will include the name of the member of staff or supply 
teacher covering.  
 
Class Assemblies 
Today we had our first class assembly, Orange class participated in an amazing assembly 
about The Gunpowder Plot. The children created an episode of Horrible Histories and shared 
facts they have learnt and sang a song and performed a dance. Class assemblies will start 
promptly at 9:20 and may last around 30 minutes. Unfortunately photographs and video 
recordings will not be permitted during the assembly but there will be an opportunity for this at 
the end of the assembly.   
 

Friday 10th November Yellow Class 
Friday 17th November Red Class 
Friday 24th November Gold Class 
Friday 1st December  Green Class 
Friday 19th January  Indigo Class 
Friday 26th January Violet Class 
Friday 2nd February Blue Class 
Friday 9th February Rainbow 1 
Friday 1st March Rainbow 2 
Friday 8th March  Rainbow 3 

 

Next week, we will be taking part in activities related to Remembrance Day, we will be 
remembering the service and sacrifice of all those that have defended our freedoms and 
protected our way of life. Each class will be creating a poppy wreath and we will have a two 
minutes silence on the playground on Friday 10th November.  Poppies and additional items are 
available to buy from main reception.  
 



On Saturday 4th November many members of staff and families from Blue Class will be 
celebrating Areez’s life. I am sure many of you will be thinking of Areez and his family on this 
day and I would like to thank you all for your continued kindness and support to the family and 
to members of staff as we continue to grieve.  

 

Take Care,  

Mrs Holmes 

 

Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 8th November  Year 1 Phonics screening check informatin sent to parents 
Thursday 9th November  Sleep tips for parents – Workshop 2:10pm – 3:10pm  
Wednesday 15th November  Year 1 Phonics screening check virtual Q&A session – more 

information to follow 
Friday 17th November  Children in Need – Children to wear brigtly coloured clothes.  
Monday 20th November  Arts Week – more information to follow 
Friday 1st December Flu vaccinations 

No reading session on this day.  
Thursday 7th December Christmas Jumper Day – Children and staff to wear 

Christmas jumpers. Handmade/Pre-loved jumpers are 
encouraged.  

Tuesday 12th December  Reception Nativity pm 
1:45pm-2:45pm 

Wednesday 13th December Reception Nativity am 
9:20am-10:20am 

Friday 15th December  Year 1 Party 
Monday 18th December  Pre-school party 
Tuesday 19th December Reception Party 
Wednesday 20th December  Trip to Pantomime  
Thursday 21st December Year 2 Party 
Friday 22nd December  Church visit 

School closes for Christmas.  
 
New dates added 
 


