
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge 

• Plastic, metal, cardboard, paper and fabric are all materials.  
• Lots of different objects are made from these materials and 

we use them all the time. 
• Some objects are made from plastic such as some toys and 

they can easily be cleaned. 
• Some objects are made from cardboard such as boxes but 

cardboard does not last long. 
• Clothes are made from fabric so they are comfortable to 

wear and fabric moves easily. 
• Some fabrics are waterproof and we use waterproof fabric 

to stay dry. Coats and jackets can be waterproof.  
• Buildings and houses are made out of waterproof materials 

to keep us dry. 

Reception: Understanding the World: Science  

Test it out 

What should I already know? 

• To describe different materials and formulate ideas linking to purpose and 

capacity. 

Key Vocabulary and definitions 

test A way of checking to find out what 
something is or how good it is.  

material What something is made out of. 

waterproof A material that stops something 
from getting wet.  

More key vocabulary linking to pictures and in 
bold. 

 object best worst 

fabric cardboard water 

plastic metal wet 
hard soft heavy build 

thin thick light sort 

dry 


